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Abstract: In this portfolio I first introduce the content of my work throughout my 
graduate studies in my Portfolio Statement. I then begin my lead paper on the gendered 
technological bodies present in Karl Čapek’s play R.U.R. and the film Ex Machina. I 
interrogate both works in light of N. Katherine Hayles’s seminal work How We Became 
Posthuman in order to demonstrate how gendered technological bodies present a problem 
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My portfolio for a Master of Arts in Literature consists of papers from a variety of seminar 
classes that focus on a range of genres and approaches to literary criticism. Recurring genres 
include early twentieth century dramatic literature and the poetry of women. I draw from a variety 
of feminist critical theorists, Donna Haraway to Stacy Alaimo, in order to show how their 
theories can inform texts by and about women. My program of research is primarily driven by 
questions that contest different types of essentialism. I interrogate essentialism through literary 
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